Make your own Ern Malley finger puppet!
Write poetry under a pseudonym!
Impress strangers! Fool your friends!
INSTRUCTIONS:
1. Print and cut out body and
arms
2. Cut along dotted lines
3. Insert arms through slots
in side of body
4. Fold body along solid lines
5. Apply glue to tabs and stick
body together
6. Cut out speech balloons
7. Insert tab from speech
balloon into slot behind ear

I am still
the black swan
of trespass on
alien waters.
based on ‘Ern Malley’, Sydney-Melbourne night express,
29 April 1941, Sun Photo Archive. Via www.jacketmagazine.com.
doll template via http://toy-a-day.blogspot.com

ERN MALLEY for beginners
The fictional creation of poets
James McCauley and Harold
Stewart, Ernest Lalor Malley was
created in response to their dislike
for modernist poetry. Originally
intended to be a hoax that would
reveal the emptiness and absurdity
of modernist poetry, the poems cowritten by McCauley and Stewart
became first the centre of a public
scandal and later the subject of a
highly publicised obscenity trial.
The poems were written in a single
afternoon as a pastiche of fragments
from books and documents the two
poets had lying about their office,
intentionally misconstrued quotes
and deliberate grammatical and
spelling errors in an attempt to
produce a perfect example of what
they considered bad poetry.
The manuscript was submitted to
Max Harris, the editor of the Angry
Penguins journal, along with a
falsified letter from Ern’s “sister” who
claimed to have found the ms. after
Ern’s death when she was cleaning
up his possessions. Harris was
enraptured by the poetry and
dedicated an entire issue to Malley,
posthumously
celebrating
his
genius.

(from “Durer: Innsbruck 1495”)

There is a moment
when the pelvis
Explodes like a
grenade.
Many regard the Ern Malley poems
as the best work that the two poets
produced in their careers, arguing
that despite their intentions, Stewart
and McCauley inadvertently tapped
into their own literary talents and
their subconscious minds when
freed from the restraints that their
usual, more formal, writing style
imposed upon them.

(from “petit testament”)
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(add your favourite malley quote here!)

